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Focus Areas 
Areas for Grantmaking/ Community Plan alignment 

 
2018 Grantmaking Priorities 
Our Funding Strategies 

Arts and Culture 
Capital Crossroads, Central Iowa Regional Cultural 
Assessment 

Improve Access:  Support equitable access to and participation 
in artistic and cultural experiences for new & underserved 
populations. 

Community Betterment 
Capital Crossroads, Challenges for Mental Health, DART 
2035, Des Moines Vision 2031, Housing Tomorrow Plan, One 
Economy, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, The 
Tomorrow Plan 

Improve the Quality of Life: Improve the quality of life through 
recreation, restoration, beautification, and sustainability 
efforts. 

Improve the Quality of the Community: Improve the quality of 
the community through economic development strategies and 
effective mobility and transportation solutions. 

Improve the Quality of Neighborhoods: Improve the quality 
and desirability of neighborhoods through safe, affordable 
housing options and improvement strategies. 

Education  
Capital Crossroads, Community Health Needs Assessment, 
One Economy, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, 
United Way of Central Iowa 

Collaboration for Academic Achievement: Promote 
collaborative initiatives to improve academic achievement, 
particularly for those identified as low-income, at-risk of 
dropping out or falling behind educational benchmarks or are 
from minority populations. 

Health 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s 
Mental Health Crisis Plan, Challenges for Mental Health, 
Community Health Needs Assessment, One Economy, 
OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, United Way of 
Central Iowa 

Reduce Barriers to Health: Promote systemic and collaborative 
efforts targeted at reducing barriers to health for the most 
vulnerable in our community. Provide support to efforts that 
ensure all people have full and equal access to opportunities 
that enable them to lead healthy lives. 

Social Capital 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Challenges for 
Mental Health, Community Health Needs Assessment, Des 
Moines Vision 2031, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, 
Housing Tomorrow Plan, One Economy, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, The Tomorrow Plan 

Community Connections: Build stronger community 
connections through partnerships and collaborations that 
mobilize community assets to implement effective solutions to 
a shared vision. 

Strengthen Underrepresented and Underserved Communities: 
Support programs and practices, rooted in equity and inclusion, 
which empower and engage diverse community members. 

Strengthening Individuals and Families in our 
Community 
Capital Crossroads, Children’s Mental Health Crisis Plan, 
Challenges for Mental Health, Community Health Needs 
Assessment, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, One Economy, 
OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, The Tomorrow Plan, 
United Way of Central Iowa 

Develop Support Systems: Develop support systems for 
vulnerable individuals and families in our community. 

Progressive Strategies: Develop progressive strategies and 
systemic solutions to address critical human needs issues, such 
as homelessness, affordable housing and poverty. 

Workforce Development 
Capital Crossroads, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, 
United Way of Central Iowa 

Workforce Development- Job Training and Skills 
Enhancement: Assist individuals to become self-sufficient 
through education/certification attainment, job training and job 
skills enhancement. 

 

http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
http://ridedart.com/sites/default/files/media-center/news/DART-Forward2035PlanUpdate-FinalReport-NoAppendix_optimized.pdf
http://ridedart.com/sites/default/files/media-center/news/DART-Forward2035PlanUpdate-FinalReport-NoAppendix_optimized.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
http://www.aalfdsm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/One-Economy-Final-Report-Small-2017-05-15-hng.pdf
http://www.aalfdsm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/One-Economy-Final-Report-Small-2017-05-15-hng.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Opportunity%20Plan%209.27.17.pdf?t=1515529250822
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/414974/central-iowa-chna-2015-final.pdf
http://www.aalfdsm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/One-Economy-Final-Report-Small-2017-05-15-hng.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Opportunity%20Plan%209.27.17.pdf?t=1515529250822
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/what-we-do
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/documents-2014/Iowa-Des-Moines-Age-Friendly-City-Initiative-Executive-Summary-2013.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/414974/central-iowa-chna-2015-final.pdf
http://www.aalfdsm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/One-Economy-Final-Report-Small-2017-05-15-hng.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Opportunity%20Plan%209.27.17.pdf?t=1515529250822
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/what-we-do
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/what-we-do
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/documents-2014/Iowa-Des-Moines-Age-Friendly-City-Initiative-Executive-Summary-2013.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/414974/central-iowa-chna-2015-final.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
http://www.aalfdsm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/One-Economy-Final-Report-Small-2017-05-15-hng.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Opportunity%20Plan%209.27.17.pdf?t=1515529250822
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/414974/central-iowa-chna-2015-final.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/414974/central-iowa-chna-2015-final.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
http://www.aalfdsm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/One-Economy-Final-Report-Small-2017-05-15-hng.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Opportunity%20Plan%209.27.17.pdf?t=1515529250822
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/what-we-do
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Opportunity%20Plan%209.27.17.pdf?t=1515529250822
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/what-we-do

